
National Catholic Youth Conference 

 
What is it?  

NCYC is first and foremost a pilgrimage - a personal invitation from God to go on a spiritual journey. It is a nationwide 
gathering of high school aged teens and their adult chaperones.  It is a multi-day experience to: ENCOUNTER Christ; 
EXPERIENCE Church; be EMPOWERED for Discipleship. 

What to expect? 

Some of the best speakers in the Catholic space – both on the main stage as Keynote Speakers and Breakout Session 
Speakers, too; Mass and Adoration led by our Bishops; Music and Worship led by award-winning artists; Interactive 
Exhibits - games, crafts, obstacle courses, meetups, live radio shows, challenges, and so much more. 

What is the theme for 2026? 

Known. Seen. Loved.  
St. Francis’ joyful witness and the Digital Encounter with Pope Leo XIV at the 2025 NCYC influence this year’s theme. 
Rooted in the Gospel truth that human dignity is a gift that we cannot earn, participants are invited to a transformative 
encounter with the divinity of Jesus Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity. Through his incarnation, 
death, and resurrection, he reveals that we are truly known, fully seen, and profoundly loved by God. Participants will be 
challenged to go forth as instruments of God’s peace, reflecting His compassionate heart to the world. 
 
When and Where is it being held?  

November 20-21, 2026 at the Long Beach Convention & Entertainment Center in Long Beach, CA.  There is also optional 
programming on the evening of November 19, 2026 at the same location. 

What does the event schedule look like? 

• Thursday, November 19 – Doors to the Interactive Exhibit Space open at 5:00 PM; close at 10:15 PM 
• Friday, November 20 – Full day of activity starts at 8:00 AM, end at 10:00 PM 
• Saturday, November 21 – Full day of activity starts at 8:00 AM, end at 10:00 PM 

Travel Itinerary: 

• November 18: depart Honolulu for Long Beach, CA; check in to hotel  
• November 19-21: participate in NCYC activities 
• November 22: depart Long Beach for Honolulu 

 
Costs: 

• Estimate: $1700 per person 
• Deposit: $500 per person, non-refundable 

Deposit due no later than July 22, 2026. 

Fundraising: 

To be determined.  


