Session 5: “Apostolic Authority: Peter
and the Papacy”
Sunday, June 29, 2014
1. OPENING PRAYER
Leader: Come Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful
All: and kindle in them the fire of your love.

Leader: Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
All: And you shall renew the face of the earth.

Leader: Let us pray.
All: O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit,
did instruct the hearts of the faithful,
grant that by the same Holy Spirit
we may be truly wise and ever enjoy His consolations,
through Christ Our Lord.
Amen.

2. REVIEW: “Sola Scriptura”
3. DISCUSSION: “Apostolic Authority: Peter and the Papacy”
4. ANNOUNCEMENTS
5. CLOSING PRAYER
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Session 5: “Apostolic Authority: Peter
and the Papacy”
ACTS 15: “THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM”
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Some who had come down from Judea were instructing the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the Mosaic practice, you cannot be saved.”
Because there arose no little dissension and debate by Paul and Barnabas with them, it
was decided that Paul, Barnabas, and some of the others should go up to Jerusalem to the
apostles and presbyters about this question.
They were sent on their journey by the church, and passed through Phoenicia and
Samaria telling of the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church, as well as by the
apostles and the presbyters, and they reported what God had done with them.
But some from the party of the Pharisees who had become believers stood up and said, “It
is necessary to circumcise them and direct them to observe the Mosaic law.”
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The apostles and the presbyters met together to see about this matter.
After much debate had taken place, Peter got up and said to them, “My brothers, you are
well aware that from early days God made his choice among you that through my mouth
the Gentiles would hear the word of the gospel and believe.
8 And God, who knows the heart, bore witness by granting them the holy Spirit just as he
did us.
9 He made no distinction between us and them, for by faith he purified their hearts.
10 Why, then, are you now putting God to the test by placing on the shoulders of the
disciples a yoke that neither our ancestors nor we have been able to bear?
11 On the contrary, we believe that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the
same way as they.”
12 The whole assembly fell silent, and they listened while Paul and Barnabas described the
signs and wonders God had worked among the Gentiles through them.
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